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REPORT OF THE BOARD.

———
symopals of the Findiegs as Bulonmitted
o Congress.

W asiitxaron, March 28 — Following
18 the repart of the Court of [nquiry in
part: “Koy West. Fla. March 21, 1558
—Afler & fnll and matare consideration
of all the testimony before It thé court

finds an fullows:
Position of e Ship

1. That the United States battieship
‘Matne"arrived in the barbor of Havana,
Cuba, on the 2iut day of January, 1508,
and was taken te buoy No. 4, lo Liom
five mud & halt to six Tuthoms of waler,
by the regular government pilot.  The
nited states consul gooers| sl Havana
had uwotilled 1he authorities st 1hat
place, the previous evening, of the 1n-
tended arrival of the *Malne "

Exeeliont Diswipline

2. The riste of discipling on bosrd
the “Muioe”™ wur exosllont, sand all
ordme and regulations in regard Lo Lhe
cure and safery of the ship were strictly
oarried out, All ammuanition was
stowstd away In acoortdanes with In
strictions, and proper care was taken
whenever ammunition was handled
Nothing was stored In any mugsaines
ur shell rooma which was not permitted
to be atored there. ‘The magazioss and
shiell rooms were alwaye locked after
having begn opened . and alfter the
destruction of the “Maine” the keys
wore found In their proper place, in the
caplain's enhin, everything having been
reported secure that evening st 8 p. m,

Tewprraturn Correet,

The temporsturs of the magasines
and shell rootms were taken daily and
reported. The only mugazine which
had sn undue smount of heal was the
after ten-inch mugarine, and that did
not explode at the time Whe “Maine™ was
destroyed, The 1eport then gives the
disposition of the various dangerous
explosives, showing that they eould
not have been responsible for the af.
fair; says the coal bunkem, four of
whirh were empty, had bein carefully
inspectad, and aadipg: "The fire
alnrme in the bunkers wore in working
order and there had never been 8 case
of spontanesus combastion of coal on
board the “Maine™

Low Pressuire of Stenm,

The lwo after bollers of the ship
were lo ase at Lhe time of the disaster,
but for anxiliary purposes only, with « |
comparatively low pressare nl‘ slenin,
and being tended by & relinble watch,
These bollers could no have caused the
explonion of the ship. The forward
botlers have sines beon found by the
divers und are (n a fair condition,

Deinlls are Given

The report then gives detalls of the
explosions, ws shown by the testimony,
the first of which lifted the “Maine™ in
& marked degres, and says: “The first
explosi+n was more in the nature of a
report, lke that of & gon, while the
second exploxion was more opes, pro-
longed and of greater volume, This
gecond explosion was, ln the opinlon of
the court, caused by the partinl explo-
slon of two or more of the forward
maganines of the “Malne,”

Heport af the Mvers.

The balance of tha report gives the
sonditions of the wreck an reported by
the divers, which ia taken to prove an
outaide logion, which with the con-
elualens of the court in that regard, are

noted by the president in his message.

he report Ia signed by Captain Samp-
won, president; Commander Marix,
jodge  advoeate, and spproved by
Admiral Sleard,

Wasmisaron, Murch 23 — Com-
mander Hornce Elmers has been de-
tuched from Cramp’s pavy yard and
erdored to the command o o “Mon-

nito fest,” to be formed of all erafts

WL OB CRITY A gun,

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

Arenmpany i ng Imn of the Masrd of
"

Wasmmroroxn, D, 0., Maroh 28.-—-The
President todsy wsent the followlng
message to Congroas;

To the Comgress of the United State;

Fer aotoe time prior to the visit of
the “Maine™ o Fnavans harbor, our
consular represantatives polnted out
the advantages 1o follow the visit of
untional ships to Cuban waters, In se-
customing .p-.l.pllw presence of our fag
ws nsymbol of wiil and our ships
in fulfiliment of & mission of ?rcue—
Lo to Americkn lolerssts, even thoagh
no immediste nesd Lhersfor might
oxint,

Misslon of the “Maine.”

Accurdingly on 2th of Janosry, last,
after & conlerstion with Lhe Npanish
minister, in which the renewal of visits
of our war vessels o Npanish walers
wie discnssed ana the pepin-
sular  authorities st Mudrid and
Hnvana were sdy.sed of the purpose of
this government to resumas friendly
vuval visits at Cuban ports, and that
o this view, the "Malue™ would forth-
with eall st the port of Havana,
This announcement was received by the
Spanleh government with an sppredia-

tion of the frisndly chamacter of
the visit of the “Muine”
and & notifleation of the In-

tention Lo return Lhe courtesy by send-
Ing Spanish ships to the principal
ports of tre United States,  Mean-

the light of dispassionataly ms-
%':u dﬁnty eould It determine
the nature sud measurs of it fuil doty
In the matter,

Twok the Usnnl Procedurs,

The asal procedure was followed, as
in all cases of casualty or disaster Lo
national vessels of any maritime state,
A vaval Court of | uu? Wi al ouce
organired, com o well
qualifled by rauk and practical experi-
whee to discharge onerous duty fmposed
ppon them. And by s strong foree of
wreokers and divers the court
peeded to make a thorough inv
tion on the spol, employing ev
avallsble means for an impartial an
exnct determiostion of the causes of
the explosion. Ita operatiopa have
been oconducted with the otmost
deliberation and judgment, and while
independently pursoed, no ocourse of
information was neglected aod the
fullest opportunity was allowed for »
simultanesus (uvestigation by Lhe
Spanish authorities,

Findings of the Court

The finding of the ecourt of fngniry
was , nfter twenty-thres days
contiouous labor, on the Zist day of
March, and haviag been Approved on
the 280d, by the commander-in-chief
uf the United Stetes naval foree on the
North Atlantie sintion, was transwdtted
to the expeutive. It s berewith lald
befere congress together with the
volumnivus testimony taken belore the
eonrt.

Ita purport is in brief sa follows:

When the “Msine” arrived at Havana
she was condnoted by & regoinr guv-
ernment pllot to bnoy Na, 4, to which

while, the “Maine™ entered the port of | yhe wan woored (n five and balf to six

Havans on the 20th of Jsouary, ber | fiihoms of water,

arrivial being marked with oo specinl
Ineldent besides the exchange of ous
tomary salutes and ceremonial visits
Confidenon Hostarvd

The *Maloe” continued in the barbor
of Havann during the three weeks
tollowing her arrival, No appreelible
excitement attendod her stay, On the
coutrary,  lesling of relief and coull-
dence followed ihe resumption of a
long interrupted friendly intercourse,
5o policeable was this immediate eifeet
of her visit, thet the Consul General
-Lrun{.l.y urged the presence of our shilp
In Caban waters should be kept up by
velaining ber nt Havane, or in the
event of ber recall, by sending anot her
vessel thers to take har place,

Prompt Assistanes Bandarod

At forty minutes pust ning on the
mnuin{of thé 16th of February the
“Malue" wan destroyed by an explision,

| by which the entire forward part i

the ship was utterly wrecked. In this
catastrophe two officers and 90 of her
crew  perished, those who wers not
killed outright by the explosion bein
penued between decks by Lhe tangle o
wreck and drownsd by the immes
diate sinking of the bull. FPrompt
assstance waa rendersd by neighbor-
ing vessels anchored in the harbor, aid
being sspecially given by bosts of the
spanish eruwer “Alphonso X11" and
the Ward line steamer, "City of Wash-
ington,"” which lay not far distant The
wounded were gensronsly ecared for I.'Iy
the authorities of Havans, the hospitals
being freely opesed (o them, while Lhe
eurilest recovered bodies of the dead
were interted by the munleipality ina
publie comatery in the elty.  Tributes
of grief and sympathy wers offersd
from all oMeiul quarters of the lsland,
The Peapie's Farbanranes,

The sppaling calamity fell upon the
ronple of var country with crushing
ores, and for o brief time an intense
exclitemant prevailed, which ina com-
munity leas jost and self controlled
than ours, must have led to hasty nots
of blind resentment. - This spirit, how
&Ver, soon gave way to the ealwer pro-
ceaned ~f reason, and to resolve Lo 0=
vestigate the facts and awalt material
l::ot hlfnn‘l::nllul jllill mt: u;

cause, respans ty, and |

facts warranted, the remedy doo. This
ronrae necessarily recommended [taalf
from the outest to the executive, for

l

The state of dis-
cipline on board snd the condition of
her magnzines, bollers, conl bunkers
and storage compartments, are passad
In review, with U conclusion Lhat
excellont order prevalled and that no
Indiention for any causs of an internal
explosion existed In any guarter,
The Fatalal Evening,

At 8 o'clock on the evening of Feb-
ruary 15th, everything had been re-

L secure and all was quiet, At
wrty minutes past 9 o'clock the vessel
was suddenly destroyed, There were
two distinet explosions with a brief
interval between them. It Orst lifted
the forward part of the ship verr per-
eaplibly; the second, which was more
prolenged, ia atiributed by the court
to & partisl explosion of two or more
of the Terward magazines. The avi-
d=nce of the divers establishes thast
the afterpart of the ship was practi-
cally intsct and sank io that eondition
" nr‘y faw minutes after the explosion.
The forward part was completely de.
mollshed. 'pon the eavidence, the
econcurrent finding of the court s an
follows:

Injuries Susialned

“At frame seventesn,the outer shell of
the ship from a polut eleven and & balf
fest from the middie line of the ahip
snd slx feet above the keal when in its
normusl position, had bean foroed up so
88 Lo be now about four feet above Lhe
surfece of the waler; therefore, nbout
thirty-four feet shove where it would
b had she sunk unigjured.  The out
nide boltom plating ls bent into a
reversed * V™ shape, the after wivg of
which, about ffteen feet broad and
thirty-two feet ln length (from frame 17

to frame 25) ln duubled back upon itwelt | B

nat the continuntion of the same
platiog extendiog forward, At frame
elghtenn the vertionl keal is broken in
two and the keel bLent into wn angle
sllimar to the sngle formed by the outs
sido plates, This break i about six
feet bolow the surface of the water and
about th faet above Its normal poai-
tion, In the oplnlon of the sourt this
‘effect could have been produced anly by

the sx on of & mine s'tuated noder

the bottom of the ship, at aboat frame

vighteen and on the port
s of the ship”

Conclustons of the Cunri,
The conclusions of the court are:

ber crow. the ship
W an explowion of & sub-
umu-lni' esused the partial
explosion of lwo or more of her forward
Dot G tainshn 16 friog 108" PAYOR:
dgi.llty for ihe m“ of I.h:
" ne' u mnot.
have di l:a:’ udln‘d Oourt

{ and views ef th

Congrens
und 1n the meuntime & deliberats con-
sideration ia Invoked,
(Higned Wittian MoKinLey.
Exweutive Mansion March 25, 1807,

The partial loss of the grape crop thie
yoar, cansed by ths hoavy raios, Ia ee
thmated to exved §1,000,000, Farmers and
vineyards sl ovar the sorthern part of the
State have sufferel. While thisis trus, it
is equally & fact that lost and Miling
strongih ey be reatored by the persist:nt
syateroatio use of the grest pational tonie
Hostattee's Blomach Bitters, which re-
news nod tones the sorivity of the stomach,
lewr and thes bowals, counterscts s band-
ency (o rtheamatiom and kideey complaing,
pod prevents tuslarial discrders.  Afber
exhausting dlscares hinve ruo thele conse,
recovery {a greatly sccelerated by the use
of the Bitters, which laproves appetite
and lmparcs renew e vigor (o the dobilita.
te! phiysiyoe,

Cattle for Sale

Tos W U I hevd of abast 0500 head of

sMockesttls ln Park comaty, Unlorsds, & far

sale, Woll located to prafitably contines the

haniness.  Lands reerved, bat wee ©7 renge

given for « tevm of yeamm,

THR REDY & BISHRLL LIVE STOUR 00,
4. A Bddy, see,, W Hostan Bl Denver,

s‘l'up ihe growth of DOANK. Book free
Write Jokin Mazeh Oo,, T4 Slver Strest
Ohleage  COhemlcad Dabo set st Drugglate.
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